Druid City Ballet
2502 7t St.
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401
info@druidcityballet.com
205-872-7782

2025 Cast Handbook & Audition Forms

(Complete & bring registration, permission & risk/release forms to
the audition. Keep handbook for reference.)

Excerpts from The Nutcracker
Saturday, December 6, 2:00 PM
Sunday, December 7, 2:00 PM & 4:00 PM
Saturday, December 13, 2:00 PM
Sunday, December 14, 2:00 PM & 4:.00 PM

General Information

e Druid City Ballet is a tax-exempt, 501c3 organization.
e Donations are welcomed and are tax deductible.
e Amy Cole Ahmed serves as Artistic Director for DCB.

Orientation

An orientation meeting to explain and answer questions about the cast handbook will
be held at the time of the audition.

Audition

e Saturday, September 13, 2025, at Druid City School of Ballet studios, 2502 7t St.,
downtown Tuscaloosa.
e Pointe Ages 14 and up, UA women and men
* 2:30 PM Registration
* 3:00 PM: Dancer orientation
*  3:30 PM - 5:00 PM: Audition (Some dancers may be asked to stay for
additional time.)
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e Signed forms and audition fees are due at this fime. Only cash or checks
accepted; no Venmo. Please read the forms carefully before you sign.

e Aftire: Women - Solid color leotard, pink tights under leotard and inside shoes,
flat and pointe shoes & hairin a bun. Men - White dance shirt, black tights, black
ballet shoes.

e The audition will consist of a ballet class. All dancers on pointe should bring both
flat and pointe shoes to the audition.

e Please be sure to list all conflicts on your registration form. Reading this
handbook and listening closely at the meeting are essential.

e Dancers are auditioning for the production, not for a particular part in the
production. Dancers who audition are not allowed to decline parts. Dancers
who decline parts after casting may not be considered for future productions.

e Casting will be based primarily on ability. Rehearsal conflicts may also play a
role in casting if the number of conflicts appears substantial.

e Casting for The Nutcracker will be emailed no later than Sunday, September 21,
2025. Listing will be by name, number, and role.

e Dancers will also need to join Remind (DCB Nutcracker 2025) for current
updates.

Performances and Committments

e This Cast Handbook is a guide to what is expected from each cast member and
their parents. We expect everyone will commit themselves to following these
rules and meeting their obligations. The commitments outlined below are only
those felt necessary to the production of a great Nutcracker.

e Tights, pointe shoes, flats, jazz shoes & underclothing are a dancers responsibilty.

e Remember, you may need several pairs of pointe shoes for seven performances.
Do not wait until the week in the theatre to break in new pointe shoes.

e Hair spray, pins, makeup, bandages, rubber bands, etc., will be in high demand
during the performances. Please plan accordingly and bring all of the items,
and extras, that you will need.



Rehearsals

Etiquette

e Dancers must be on time and ready to dance. We will try our best to end
rehearsals at the scheduled times, but problems do occur and may cause
delays.

e Please pick up your dancer from rehearsals in a fimely manner.

e Dancers are required to stay until the Artistic Director dismisses them. No
exceptions. We will dismiss them as soon as possible.

e If we are running a technical rehearsal, the entire cast must stay. Dancers bring
homework, a book, etc. to work on while waiting. Remember, Nutcracker is
exam time for many.

e No food or drink other than water is allowed at rehearsals.

Attendance

e Dancers are required to attend regular ballet classes.
e |f a dancer cannot come to rehearsal, excused or not, you must call 205-872-
7782.

Rehearsal Schedule

e Rehearsals will be on Friday afternoons or Saturdays, and begin the weekend of
October 3/4. Rehearsals may be held on Sunday, i.e. the weekend of
Halloween. There will be a run-through rehearsal on the Friday preceding
Thanksgiving (November 21). There will be a run-through Sunday, November 30,
in the afternoon.

e The specific schedule fimes each weekend will be released at least 5 days in
advance. It is subject to change.

e Dancers are expected to attend all rehearsals. At the time of the audition,
dancers may submit up to two conflicts. Conflicts should be submitted on the
back of the registration form prior to the audition, or by emailing
info@druidcityballet.com, and must be received by 6 PM on September 13,
audition day.

e Absences will be reviewed by the Artistic Director and may affect casting. lliness
and family emergencies are generally excused but subject to review.
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Costumes

Costume fittings will be scheduled by groups. In order to fit large groups in the
same costumes (Snow, Polichinelles, Flowers, Party Children) it is imperative for all
in the group to be present. Costume fittings are mandatory and an absence
from a fitting is considered an absence. Specific times will be posted on DCB's
website. Dancers are responsible for checking the site for information regarding
their fittings, rehearsals and other information. Please note that some costumes
may be unable to be altered. The dancer’s ability to fit into a specific costume
can affect whether or not a dancer may be cast in a particular role.

There will be a damage assessment for costumes that receive excessive wear or
damage.

Costumes are to be removed from a dancer’s body as soon as possible after
shows. Our costumes range in cost from $200.00 to more than $500.00 per
costume. None are to be worn home, or outside, including headpieces,
accessories etc. When a performance concludes, dancers must remove
costumes before going to visit friends or family in the audience or outside.

No food or drink in Dressing Rooms.

In the Theatre

Food and drinks are not allowed. Please heed this rule and eat before arriving.
Bottled water is the exception and will be made available.

Cell phones are not allowed at rehearsals. Phones must be turned off during
dress rehearsal and performances.

Dancers will be given specific dressing room assignments. Dancers are not
allowed to change dressing rooms. Our costumer must know where all costumes
are at all times in the event repair is needed prior to the dancer’s arrival to the
theatre.

Little and big brothers are not allowed in girls dressing roomes.

Parents will not be allowed backstage after the time assigned for dancers*
arrival, unless signed up to volunteer.

There will be backstage parent volunteers to keep the dancers quiet and
focused. Assigned backstage helpers will be reponsible for getting dancers
backstage in a timely manner and keeping the noise level down.

Parents may not video, or photgraph, the performances. A video of one
performance will be available for purchase.

Dancers must wear street clothes to and from the theatre.

Dancers are never to leave the theatre unless a parent or responsible adult
picks them up, if under the age of 18. An adult will be at the stage door to
check your child in and out at rehearsals and performances.



REQUIRED FOR AUDITION
$25.00 registration fee for all dancers

This form must be completed and turned in at the audition.

PERMISSION SLIP

I/We &

Parent Dancer
have read this handbook and understand the responsibilities associated with accepting
arole in Druid City Ballet’s production. We are willing to abide by the requirements set
forth in this handbook. | understand that all casting decisions are final and are not open
for discussion.

N/A
Parent’s Signature Date

Dancer’s Signature



ASSUMPTION OF RISK, ACKNOWLEDGMENT, AND RELEASE

The undersigned, individually, and on behalf of any child under 18 years of age
(who is listed below) hereby acknowledges, affirms, and agrees as follows:

1. Dancing, in any form, including ballet, involves certain inherent risks and
dangers to participants, including, but not limited to, bone injury, muscle injury, tissue
injury, joint injury, accidents involving props and equipment, accidents involving other
participants, and the potential for falls from the stage, among others, which can result
in permanent injury.

2. Knowing the risks associated with these activities, the undersigned,
individually, and on behalf of any minor child so listed, hereby assumes and
acknowledges these risks.

3. The undersigned, individually, and on behalf of any minor child so listed,
hereby releases Druid City Ballet, its officers, directors, members, agents, employees,
volunteers, and contractors of and from any and all liability, actions, causes of action,
and claims related in any way to any injury, personal injury, damages, or other losses,
of any kind, associated with or in any way relating to or arising from their participation
in auditions, performances, rehearsals, or any other activities associated with,
sponsored by, or organized by Druid City Ballet.

This the day of 20

Name (Printed)

Signature

Parent or Guardian Name (Printed)
(if individual is under 18 years of age)

Parent or Guardian Signature
(if individual is under 18 years of age)



Druid City Ballet
AUDITION REGISTRATION FORM

Advanced dancers age 14 & up - (bring pointe & flat shoes)

Attire: Women - Solid color leotard, pink tights under leotard and inside shoes, flat and
pointe shoes & hair in a bun. Men - White dance shirt, black tights, black ballet shoes.

AUDITION FEE - $25 Check # Cash

LOCATION OF AUDITIONS:
DCSB Studios — 2502 7t St.
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401

Audition # Dancer's Name:

Parent’'s Name: Leotard size: T-shirt size Clothes size:
Dancer's Address:

Birth Date: Age: Grade: School:

CONTACT INFORMATION

Dancer's Home Phone:

Dancer's Cell Phone:

Parent’s Cell Phone:

Dancer’'s email address:

Parent’'s email address:




